IS FETISHISM A PKIMITIVE FOUM OF RELIGION?    Ill

in the character of the negroes on the Gold Coast.
He thinks that their belief in a supreme God, who
has made the world and governs it, is very old, but
he adds that they invoke him very rarely, calling
him 'their great friend/ or 'He who has made us.*
Only when in great distress they call out, e We are
in the hands of God; he will do what seemeth right
to him.' This view is confirmed by the Basle mission-
aries 1, who cannot certainly be suspected of partiality.
They also affirm that their belief in a supreme God is
by no means without influence on the negroes. Often,
when in deep distress, they say to themselves, c God
is the old one, he is the greatest; he sees me, I am in
his hand/ The same missionary adds, elf, besides
this faith, they also believe in thousands of fetishes,
this, unf^tem^Mty, they share in common with many
Christians.'

The Odjis or Ashantis2, while retaining a clear
conception of God as the high *or the highest, the
creator, the giver of sunshine, rain, and all good gifts,
the omniscient, hold that he does not condescend to
govern the world, but that he has placed created
spirits as lords over hills and vales, forests and fields,
rivers and the sea. These are conceived as like unto
men, and are occasionally seen, particularly by the
priests. Most of them are good, but some are evil
spirits, and it seems that in one respect at least these
negroes rival the Europeans, admitting the existence
of a supreme evil spirit, the enemy of men, who
dwells apart in a world beyond3.

1  'Baseler Missions-Magazin,' 1855, i. p. 88; 1853, ii. p. 86; Waitz,
ii. p. 173.

2  Waitz, ii. p. 171.                                    8 Ibid. ii. pp. 173, 174